
DEFIINITION:

The natural environment encompasses The natural environment encompasses 
all living and non-living things 
occurring naturally on Earth or some region 
thereof. It is an environment that encompasses 
the interaction of all living species.
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reasons for environmental 
damaGe 
The Population ExplosionHigh quantity of Exhaust gases:

Deforestation

High number of industries such as mining

Chemical effluentsChemical effluents

Transport

Unprecedented Construction

Secondary Pollutants

Ruinous agricultural policies

Unplanned Land-use policies
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Human impact on the 
environment
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Effects 
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Environmental laws 

Environmental law is a complex and interlocking body 
of of 
international treaties (conventions), statutes, regulatio
ns, and common law or national legislation (where 
applicable) that operates to regulate the interaction of 
humanity and the natural environment, toward the 
purpose of reducing the impacts of human activity.
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Introduction
The Constitution of India clearly states that it is the 

duty of the state to ‘protect and improve the 
environment and to safeguard the forests and wildlife 
of the country’. of the country’. 

The Department of Environment was established in 
India in 1980.This later became the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests in 1985.
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Contd..:
Thereafter a large number of laws came into existence 

as the problems began arising, for example, Handling 
and Management of Hazardous Waste Rules in 1989.

The EPA (Environment Protection Act), 1986 came The EPA (Environment Protection Act), 1986 came 
into force soon after the Bhopal Gas Tragedy and is 
considered an umbrella legislation as it fills many gaps 
in the existing laws. 
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The Environment Protection Act 
(1986) 
Enacted under article 253 of the Indian constitution. 

To protect and improve environmental quality, control 
and reduce pollution from all sources.
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General 
1986 - The Environment (Protection) 

Rules 
Standards of emission or discharge of 

environmental pollutants. environmental pollutants. 

1989 - The objective of Hazardous Waste 
(Management and Handling) Rules 
To control the generation, collection, treatment, 

import, storage, and handling of hazardous waste.
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 1989 - The Manufacture, Storage, and Import of Hazardous Rules 
Defines the terms used in this context, and sets up an authority to 

inspect, once a year, the industrial activity connected with hazardous 
chemicals and isolated storage facilities.

 1989 - The Manufacture, Use, Import, Export, and Storage of 
hazardous Micro-organisms/ Genetically Engineered Organisms 
or Cells Rules 
 Introduced to protect the environment, nature, and health, in 

connection with the application of gene technology and 
 Introduced to protect the environment, nature, and health, in 

connection with the application of gene technology and 
microorganisms. 

 1991 - The Public Liability Insurance Act and Rules and 
Amendment, 1992 S 
Drawn up for the purpose of providing immediate relief to the persons 

affected by accident while handling any hazardous substance.
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1995 - The National Environmental Tribunal Act 

Created to award compensation for damages to persons, 
property, and the environment arising from any activity 
involving hazardous substances. involving hazardous substances. 

1998 - The Biomedical waste (Management and 
Handling) Rules 

Legal binding on the health care institutions to 
streamline the process of proper handling of hospital 
waste.
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1999 - The Environment ( Siting for Industrial 
Projects) Rules, 1999
Lays down detailed provisions relating to areas to be 

avoided for siting of industries & precautionary 
measures to be taken for site selection. measures to be taken for site selection. 

2000 - The Municipal Solid Wastes (Management 
and Handling) Rules, 2000 
Apply to every municipal authority responsible for the 

collection, transportation, processing, and disposal of 
municipal solid wastes.
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2000 - The Ozone Depleting Substances (Regulation 
and Control) 
Rules have been laid down for the regulation of 

production and consumption of ozone depleting 
substances. substances. 

2001 - The Batteries (Management and Handling) 
Rules, 2001 
Rules shall apply to every person involved in the 

manufacture, processing, sale, purchase, and use of 
batteries or components to regulate and ensure the 
environmentally safe disposal of used batteries.
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2002 - The Noise Pollution (Regulation and 
Control) (Amendment) 

Lay down such terms and conditions as are necessary to 
reduce noise pollution. 

Such as use of loud speakers or public address systems 
during night hours (from 10.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m.) on or 
during any cultural or religious festive occasion

2002 - The Biological Diversity Act 

Is an act to provide for the sustainable use & 
conservation of biological diversity.
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penalties:
Section -15 –EPA deals with these.

 If a person fails to comply any provision or any 
direction issued under this act then he shall be 
punished for each failure as :-

Imprisonment , which may extend to 5 years, or fine Imprisonment , which may extend to 5 years, or fine 
which may extend to Rs one lakh or both.

 If failure continues after conviction for 1 st failure an 
additional fine which may be Rs 5000 for everyday can 
be imposed.

If failure continues for 1 year the offender shall be 
imprisoned which may extend upto 7 years
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Forest and wildlife 
1927 - tHe indian forest aCt and amendment, 

1984, 
it Was enaCted to ‘Consolidate tHe laW related 

to forest, tHe transit of forest prodUCe, and tHe 
dUtY leviable on timber and otHer forest 
prodUCe’. 

1972 - tHe Wildlife proteCtion aCt, rUles 1973 1972 - tHe Wildlife proteCtion aCt, rUles 1973 
and amendment 1991 
provides for tHe proteCtion of birds, animals and 

plants and for all matter ConneCted tHere WitH.

1980 - tHe forest (Conservation) aCt and rUles, 
1981, provides for tHe proteCtion of and tHe 
Conservation of tHe forests.
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Penalties
Wildlife protection act (9 sept . 1972). 

Chapter 6 deals with prevention & detection of 
offences. 

Section 51 deals with penalties. Section 51 deals with penalties. 

Any person who contravenes any provision or rule of this 
act shall be punished with imprisonment for extent of 3 
years , or fine extending upto Rs 25000 or both.
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The Indian Forest Act. 

Under section 33 of this act imprisonment for a term 
of 6 months or more or fine of Rs 5,000 or both is the 
penalty for any person who violates any of the rule penalty for any person who violates any of the rule 
under this act.
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Water
1882 - The Easement Act 

Allows private rights to use a resource that is, groundwater, by 
viewing it as an attachment to the land. It also states that all 
surface water belongs to the state and is a state property.

1897 - The Indian Fisheries Act 

Establishes two sets of penal offences whereby the 
government can sue any person who uses dynamite or other 
explosive substance in any way (whether coastal or inland) 
with intent to catch or destroy any fish or poisonous fish in 
order to kill.
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1956 - The River Boards Act 

Enables the states to enroll the central government in 
setting up an Advisory River Board to resolve issues in 
inter-state cooperation. inter-state cooperation. 

1970 - The Merchant Shipping Act

 Aims to deal with waste arising from ships along the 
coastal areas within a specified radius.
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1974 - The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Act 
establishes an institutional structure for preventing and 

abating water pollution.

 It establishes standards for water quality and effluent. 

The CPCB (Central Pollution Control Board) was constituted 
under this act. under this act. 

1977 - The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Cess Act 
Provides for the levy and collection of fees on water 

consuming industries and local authorities
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1991 - The Coastal Regulation Zone Notification 

Puts regulations on various activities, including 
construction. 

It gives some protection to the backwaters and estuaries.It gives some protection to the backwaters and estuaries.
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Normal composition

Nitrogen – 78.09 % 

Oxygen – 20.94 % 

Argon – 0.93 %

Carbon dioxide – 0.32 %
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Air 
1948 – The Factories Act and Amendment in 1987 

First to express concern for the working environment of 
the workers 

1981 - The Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act 

Enacted under article 253 of the Indian constitution. 

Provides for the control and abatement of air pollution.
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1982 - The Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Rules 

Defines the procedures of the meetings of the Boards 
and the powers entrusted to them. and the powers entrusted to them. 

1982 - The Atomic Energy Act 

Deals with the radioactive waste.
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1987 - The Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Amendment Act 

Empowers the central and state pollution control boards 
to meet with grave emergencies of air pollution. to meet with grave emergencies of air pollution. 

1988 - The Motor Vehicles Act 

States that all hazardous waste is to be properly 
packaged, labelled , and transported.

10/24/2013 44vijayraj,alexander,james mohan



Penalties
Section 37 deals with these. 

Punishment for violating any of the rule under this act 
shall be :-

Imprisonment for term which shall not be less than one Imprisonment for term which shall not be less than one 
year or 6 months & may extend to 6 years or with fine. 

In case failure continues an additional fine of Rs 500 per 
day. 

If failure continues beyond one year the punishment 
shall be imprisonment for term which shall not be less 
then 2 years & may extend to 7 years & with fine.
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Protection of action under good 
faith.
No legal proceedings shall lie against the govt. or any 

officer of govt ; member or employer or board in 
respect of anything or intended to be done in good 
faith.faith.
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International Environmental Law
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International Environmental Law

IEL includes different types of Principles. 

They are :

1. General Principles of law ( such as principle of 1. General Principles of law ( such as principle of 
good faith etc.);

2. Principles of general international law (such as 
state sovereignty, duty to cooperate etc.); and 

3. Principles which only concern international 
environmental issues (such as duty to prevent 
environmental degradation, precautionary 
principle, polluter pays principle, etc.) 

10/24/2013 49vijayraj,alexander,james mohan



The Fundamental Principles of 

International Environmental Law

The fundamental principles are 

classified as :

1. State sovereignty1. State sovereignty

2. Co-operation

3. Preservation and protection of the 
environment

4. Prevention
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The Fundamental Principles of 
International Environmental Law       

(cont…..)

5. Precautionary principle

6. The polluter pays principle

7. Sustainable development7. Sustainable development

8. Intergenerational equity and 

Responsibility
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The Fundamental Principles of 
International Environmental Law       

9. Common but differentiated 
responsibilities

10. Information and assistance in   

environmental emergenciesenvironmental emergencies

11. Information and consultation in cross    

boundary relation

12. Rights of individuals: equality of access  

to procedures and non discrimination in  

environmental matters
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Multilateral Environmental Agreements 
– problems for Implementation

• Traditionally a state would only be responsible in 
international legal sense for damage caused where it 
could be clearly demonstrated that this resulted from its 
own unlawful activity. 

• This has proved to be an inadequate framework for 
dealing with environmental issues for a variety of 
reasons, ranging from difficulties of proof to liability for 
lawful activities and the particular question of 
responsibility of non-state offenders.

• Accordingly the international community has slowly 
been moving away from the classic state responsibility 
approach to damage caused towards regime of 
international cooperation.
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International Instruments 
-- relating to Conservation of Biodiversity

Flora and Fauna :

1. International Convention for Protection of Birds, 1950

2. International Plant Protection Convention, 1951

3. Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially 
as Waterfowl Habitat,1971 (RAMSAR Convention)

4. Convention for Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage, 1972

5. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
(CITES) of Wild Fauna and  Flora, 1973
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Flora and Fauna :

6. Agreement on Conservation of Polar Bears, 1973 

7. Convention on the Conservation of Migratory     
Species of Wild Animals (BONN Convention), 1979

8. Non Legally binding authoritative Statement of Principles 
for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation 
and Sustainable Development of types of Forests, 1982

9. World Charter for Nature, 1982

10. Protocol to amend the Convention on the Wetlands of 
International Importance especially as Waterfowl  
Habitats, 1982

11. Convention on Biological Diversity, 
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International Instruments 
-- relating to Conservation of Biodiversity

Deforestation:

1. International Tropical Timber Agreement, 1983

2. International Tropical Timber Agreement. 1994 
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International Instruments 
-- relating to Conservation of Biodiversity

Marine Resources:

1. International Convention for the Regulation of 
Whaling, 1946

2. Agreement concerning interim arrangements relating 
to Poly metallic nodules of the Deep sea bed, 1982 

3. UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982

4. Agreement to promote compliance with International 
Conservation and Management measures by fishing 
vessels on the High Seas,1993
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International Instruments 
-- relating to Conservation of Biodiversity

Antarctica and its Resources

1. The Antarctic Treaty, 1959

2. Agreed measures for Conservation of Antarctic Fauna 2. Agreed measures for Conservation of Antarctic Fauna 
and Flora, 1964

3. Convention for Conservation of Antarctic Seals, 1972

4. Convention on the Conservation on Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources, 1980

5. Convention on Environmental Protection to the 
Antarctic Treaty, 1991
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International Instruments 
-- relating to prevention of pollution

Trans-boundary Pollution

1. Convention on long range trans-boundary Air Pollution, 1979

2. Protocol Concerning cooperation in combating pollution in 
cases of emergency, 1981

3. Basel Convention on the Control of trans-boundary 
movements of Hazardous wastes and their disposal, 1989

4. Bamako convention on the ban of the import into Africa and 
the control of trans-boundary movement and management of 
hazardous wastes within Africa, 1991

5. Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in trans-
boundary context, 1991

6. Convention on the trans-boundary effect of industrial 
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International Instruments 
-- relating to prevention of pollution

Marine Pollution:

1. International Convention on Civil 
Liability for Oil Pollution Damage, 1969

2. Convention on Prevention of Marine 
Pollution by dumping of wastes and 
other Matter, 1972

3. Convention for prevention of marine 
pollution by dumping wastes from 
ships and aircrafts, 1972
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Marine Pollution

4. International Convention for the prevention of      
pollution ships, 1973

5. Protocol relating to the intervention on the High 
Seas in cases of pollution by substances other  
than oil, 1973than oil, 1973

6. Convention for the Prevention of marine Pollution 
from land based sources, 1974

7. International Convention on oil pollution 
preparedness, response and cooperation,1990
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International Instruments 
-- relating to prevention of pollution

Ozone Depletion:

1. Vienna Convention for the Protection of the 
Ozone Layer,1985

2. Protocol on substances that deplete the 2. Protocol on substances that deplete the 
Ozone Layer (MONTREAL), 1987

3. Adjustment and Amendments to the Montreal 
Protocol on Substances that deplete the 
Ozone Layer,1990

4. Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on 
substances that deplete the Ozone Layer 
(Copenhagen), 1992
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International Instruments 
-- relating to prevention of pollution

Desertification:

1. United Nations Conference on Desertification 
(UNCOD), Plan of Action to Combat 
Desertification and General Assembly Desertification and General Assembly 
Resolution, 1977

2. United Nations Convention to combat 
Desertification in those countries 
experiencing serious drought and/or 
desertification, particularly in Africa, 1994
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International Instruments 
-- relating to prevention of pollution

Climate Change :

1. United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, 1992Climate Change, 1992

2. Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, 1997
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Important International Declarations

1. United Nations General assembly Declaration on the 
permanent sovereignty over natural Resources, 
1962

2. Stockholm Declaration of the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment, 1972Conference on the Human Environment, 1972

3. The Hague Declaration on the Environment, 1989

4. Rio Declaration of the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, 1992

5. Johannesburg Declaration of the World Summit on 
sustainable Development, 2002
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Stockholm Declaration 1972

The UN Conference held at Stockholm from 5th to 
16th June 1972 considered the need for common 
outlook and common principles to inspire and 
guide the peoples of the world in the preservation 
and enhancement of the human environment.and enhancement of the human environment.

The Conference has laid down 26 principles to be 
followed by the states for the preservation and 
improvement of the human environment.
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Stockholm Declaration 1972

 Of them the most important are:

1. Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality and
adequate conditions of life in an environment of a quality that
permits a life of dignity and well being; and he bears a solemn
responsibility to protect and improve the environment for
present and future generations.

2. The natural resources of the earth including air, water, land,2. The natural resources of the earth including air, water, land,
flora and fauna must be safeguarded for the benefit of present
and future generations through careful planning and
management.

 After the UN Conference the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) was established.

 The UNEP has been responsible for the development of a number 
of International instruments like the 1985 Vienna Convention, the 
1987 Montreal Protocol and the 1992 Convention on Biodiversity.
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Rio Declaration, 1992

 The Conference is popularly known as the Earth Summit

 The Rio Summit is considered an important milestone in 
establishing important linkages between environment 
and development and in defining the concept of and development and in defining the concept of 
sustainable development. 

 The Summit held at Rio de Janeiro from 3rd to 14th June 
1992 has proclaimed 27 principles.
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Rio Declaration, 1992           

Some important principles of the Declaration:

1. Human beings are entitled to a health and productive life in 
harmony with nature.

2. States have the sovereign right to exploit their own resources and 
responsibility to ensure that activities within their own resources 
and responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction 
responsibility to ensure that activities within their own resources 
and responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction 
do not cause damage to the environment of other states.

3. The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet 
developmental and environmental needs of present and future 
generations (doctrine of intergenerational equity)

4. In order to achieve sustainable development, environmental 
protection shall constitute an integral part of the developmental 
process ( doctrine of Sustainable Development).
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AGENDA 21

Specific aspects of environment addressed by 
Agenda 21 are:

1. Protection of the atmosphere

2. Planning and Management of Land Resources2. Planning and Management of Land Resources

3. Deforestation

4. Desertification and Drought 

5. Sustainable Mountain Development

6. Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development

7. Conservation of Biological Diversity
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AGENDA 21

Specific aspects

• Management of Biotechnology

• Protection of Oceans, seas, coastal areas and 
protection, use and development of their living 
resourcesresources

• Protection of quality and supply of fresh water 
resources

• Management of toxic chemicals

• Management  of hazardous wastes

• Management of solid and sewage wastes

• Management of radioactive wastes
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Convention on Biological Diverity,1992

CBD is one among the instruments adopted 
in the 1992 Rio Conference

Objectives:

Conservation of Biological Diversity

Sustainable use of its components

Fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out 
of the utilisation of genetic resources

appropriate access to genetic resources 

appropriate transfer of relevant technologies
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Measures in CBD for conservation and 
sustainable use of Bio-diversity by the 

contracting state party

1. Develop national strategies, plans or programmes 
or adopt existing strategies for the conservation or adopt existing strategies for the conservation 
and sustainable use of biological diversity.

2. Integrate the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity into relevant sectoral or cross-
sectoral, programmes and plans.
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Salient Features of CBD

1. Identification and 
monitoring

2. In-situ and ex-situ 
conservation

3. Sustainable use of 
components of 

7. Access to genetic 
resources

8. Access to and 
transfer of technology

9. Exchange of 
informationcomponents of 

biological diversity
4. Research and training
5. Public education and 

awareness
6. Impact assessment 

and minimising 
adverse impacts

information
10. Technical and 

scientific cooperation
11. Handling of 

biotechnology and 
distribution of its 
benefits

12. Financial resources
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UN CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE, 1992

 CBD is one among the instruments adopted in the 1992 
Rio Conference

 Objectives:
1. The ultimate object of the Convention is to 

achieve stabilization of green house gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that 
would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 
interference with the climate system.

2. This also aims at achieving such a level within a 
timeframe sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt 
naturally to climate change, to ensure that food 
production is not threatened and to enable 
economic development to proceed in a 
sustainable manner. 
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UN CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE, 1992

Principles: 

Art. 3 states that the contracting parties shall be guided by the 
following principles.

1. Should protect the climate system for the benefit of the present 
and future generations of humankindand future generations of humankind

2. Should take precautionary measures to anticipate, prevent or 
minimise the causes of climate change and mitigate its adverse 
effects. 

3. The state parties have a right to sustainable development and 
should promote sustainable development.

4. The state parties should cooperate to promote a supportive and 
open economic system that would lead to sustainable economic 
growth and development in all states, particularly, developing 
country state parties, thus enabling them better to address the 
problems of climate change.
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KYOTO PROTOCOL TO THE 
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Obligations under the protocol:

1. Implement further elaborate policies and measures in 
accordance with national policies.

2. Cooperate with other parties and should take steps to 2. Cooperate with other parties and should take steps to 
share their experience and  exchange information on 
such policies and measures.

3. The state parties shall pursue limitation of reduction of 
emissions of greenhouse gases.

4. The state parties shall strive to implement policies and 
measures under this article to minimise the adverse 
effects of climate change, international trade etc.
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THE JONNESBURG DECLARATION OF THE 
WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT, 2002

The world summit on sustainable The world summit on sustainable 
development is a coordinated international 
effort to translate rhetoric into action for 
tackling poverty while sustaining 
environment.
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THE JONNESBURG DECLARATION

Key outcomes of the summit

 The summit reaffirmed sustainable development as a central 
element of the international agenda and gave a new impetus to 
global action to fight poverty and protect the environment.

 The understanding of sustainable development was broadened and 
strengthened as a result of the Summit, particularly the important strengthened as a result of the Summit, particularly the important 
linkages between poverty, the environment and the use of natural 
resources.

 Energy and sanitation issues were critical elements of the 
negotiations and outcomes to a greater degree than in previous 
international meetings on sustainable development.

 The states parties committed to act together , united by a common 
determination to save our planet, promote human development and 
achieve universal prosperity and peace.
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tHanK YoUtHanK YoU
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